Plans, #2, 3, and 4, placing under Civil Service the 
Postmaster, the Customs and Treasury officials, and 
U. S. Marshals, were rejected. 

Hearings on nine other reorganization bills were 
held by the House Expenditures Committee but no 
action was taken. 


OTHER LEGISLATION 


1. Soldier Voting (S. 3061 and H. R. 7488) bill to extend 
voting rights to members of the Armed Forces, passed Senate 
June 30, 1952; failed to pass the House. 


2. Presidential Primaries: 

a. §. 2570 and H. R. 6539: bills to aid the states in 
holding direct presidential primaries. Senate postponed 
indefinitely July 3, 1952. 

b. H. J. Res. 366, S. J. Res. 125, 145: Constitutional 
amendment to establish mandatory presidential primaries. 
Hearings were held in both Houses, but no action taken. 


3. Encouragement of voting (H. R. 7571, S. 3435): bills 
to encourage voting by use of Post Office cancellation slo- 
gans. Senate passed July 3, 1952. House on July 2 post- 
poned action indefinitely. 


League Action: Statement submitted July 1, 1952 endorsed 
this bill in principle. 


4. D. C. Home Rule (S$. 1976): House District Committee 
subcommittee voted May 9, 1952 to table this Senate-passed 
bill to give D. C. residents an elected city council and school 
board, a non-voting delegate to the House of Representa- 
tives and a Mayor appointed by the President. Discharge 
petition failed to receive enough signatures. 


League Action: Supported S. 1976. 





See .. “YOU TOO CAN BE THE LIFE OF THE 
PARTY” in the August Woman’s Home Companion 
. based in part on League experiences. 


This is the last issue of the VOTER until September. 
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Mrs. Riefler Reports..... 


N December 9, I left Germany—where I had trav- 
elled for a month as a guest of the German gov- 
ernment—immensely stimulated and rather weary, 
wishing that many League members could have shared 
the experience in which I tried to be their eyes and 
ears. Six women, selected from different American 
Women’s organizations (one German newspaper re- 
ferred to us as “six American presidents”) travelled 
together, following a program which was laid out in 
black and white from beginning to end, from break- 
fast to bedtime, and which nearly aways clicked. 
Two purposes of the undertaking were manifest in 
the program: first, to give us a pleasant and interesting 
time in gratitude to the American people and gov- 
ernment—thus we were wined and dined by mayors, 
German-American Clubs and groups of various kinds, 
taken to the opera, guided through the charming 
streets and museums of Nurnberg, driven about the 
beautiful Alpine country around Berchtesgaden etc. 
Second, to give us a firsthand view of some of the 
problems of the new Germany—we met and talked 
with refugees from east Germany, visited refugee 
camps, observed the effects of war bombing and aston- 
ishing amount of reconstruction, the industrial activity 
in the Ruhr; we felt and saw the “cold war” in Berlin; 
we listened to discussions of the refugee and housing 
problems, proposals for giving workers a share in the 
management of industry, analyses of the family law 
which is intended to give women equality with men 
before the law, descriptions of efforts made by women’s 
organizations to interest women and young people 
in political affairs. 
The LWV is a name to conjure with in these groups. 
I wish that you could have heard a young woman, who 
had been on the exchange program in the U. S., de- 
scribe to a group of women leaders in Munich how 
members of the League of Montgomery County (Md.) 
testified at a county budget hearing one evening last 
summer. “It was 90 degrees,” she said, “but there was 
a big crowd just the same and they all listened at- 
tentively to the League representatives because they 
knew the facts.” 
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LEAGUE ACTIVITIES 
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From the President’s Desk (non-partisanship) 7/1/52 
LWV on TV, 11/1/52 
Off to Germany, by Dorothy Riefler, 10/1/52 
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VOTERS SERVICE 
Deuble Duty, 11/1/52 


Everyone’s tting Into the Act! 11/1/52 


Excerpts ..... 


from letters received in response to “Food For Thought on 
International Trade,” (VOTER 1/1/53) 


From Amherst, Mass.—“Congratulations on your 
succinct issue on international trade. ...I would 
add a paragraph. ... Many citizens, particularly 
certain members of Congress, have become quite agi- 
tated when foreign countries have traded with Rus- 
sia. ... Through our high tariffs, we prevent .. . 
our allies from trading with us. They obviously must 
sell their goods in order to exist. . . . When we force 
our allies to trade with communist nations . . . we 
are aiding communism.” 


From Snyder, New York—“‘The Jan. 1 VOTER 
is an excellent start for the new year. .. . I would 
like to state the angle to the taxpayer in different 
terms. .. . We are not apt to recognize that tariffs 
are also costly to the taxpayer, who pays for them 
not in taxes, but in high prices. Most taxpayers object 
to direct subsidies, knowing that they raise taxes. But 
a tariff is a subsidy. It allows the protected industry 
to charge higher prices than would otherwise be pos- 
sible, and we pay for this assistance just as surely 
as we pay for direct subsidies. . . .” 


What Comes After [x] ? 


Cy, November 4, 61 million Americans expressed 
their political wishes by voting. To many, this 
was the “be-all and the end-all” of their part in poli- 
tics. To others, it was just the first step in the con- 
nection between “the representative” and “the repre- 
sented.” 

To highlight the importance of this connection and 
to help individuals learn more about how to make 
their political decisons count, the League has sched- 
uled 17 regional Conferences on Political Effective- 
ness. The conferences will also evaluate the effec- 
tiveness of the League itself, in the light of recent 
experience. 

Every League member is invited and urged to 
attend one of these conferences. Your President has 
a copy of the agenda and the name and address of 
the Conference Chairman. 

The dates and places are: 

March 4— 5—Richmond, Virginia; Atlanta, Georgia 
11—12—Newark, New Jersey 
12—13—Los Angeles, California 
16—17—San Francisco, California; Spokane, Washington 
17-—18—Albuquerque, New Mexico; Kansas City, Missouri 
18-19—Salt Lake City, Utah; Portland, Oregon 
19-20—Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
24—25—Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
25—-26—Mi polis, Mi ta; Providence, Rhode Island 
26-—27—Shreveport, Louisiana 


30-31—Memphis, Tennessee 
31-Apr. 1—Indianapolis, Indiana 
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